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The aim of this research is to improve students’ writing ability, especially in 
subject-verb agreement in simple present tense of a descriptive text. This 
research was conducted at the Grade Eight students of SMPN 22 Pontianak in 
academic year 2017/2018. In this research, the subject is class VIIIB that 
consists of 30 students. The researcher conducted a classroom action research. 
The data were collected by measurement technique. The tools of data 
collecting were observation checklist, field note, and test. Single slot 
substitution drills was used as the technique of improving writing ability in 
this research which was conducted in two cycles. The research findings 
showed that students’ individual score on the first cycle, there were 14 
students of 30 students passed the test. On the second cycle, 23 students 
passed the test. The writing ability of a descriptive text of Grade Eight 
students of B class of SMPN 22 Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018 
improved by single slot substitution drills technique. 
 




English is one of the subjects that 
the students learn. It is a compulsory 
subject that offers four skills and one of 
them is writing. English teacher in 
Junior High School must teach the 
students to write because it gives the 
students more time to think rather than 
speaking in order to share their idea. 
Harmer (2007: 112) said, “There are 
many reasons for getting students to 
write, both in and outside class. Firstly, 
writing gives them more ‘thinking time’ 
than they get when they attempt 
spontaneous conversation”.  
Writing skill helps the students to 
explore and organize their ideas to the 
reader by words in the sentences. 
Harmer (2004) said writing gives 
students more ‘thinking time’ than they 
get when they attempt spontaneous 
conversation. This allows them more 
opportunity for language processing - 
that is thinking about the language - 
whether they are involved in study or 
activation. It means that writing will 
make students more time to think what 
they are going to write in order to make 
the other know what is in their mind. 
They also will think about the language 
that they use. 
A descriptive text is one of the texts 
learned in Grade Eight of Junior High 
School. It is a text to describe about 
people, animals, or things for their 
appearances, personalities, shapes or 
qualities. According to Wadirman, 
Jahur, and Djusma (2008) said that a 
descriptive text is a text that describes 
the features of someone, something, or a 
certain place. The goal of a descriptive 
text is to describe a particular person, 
place, or thing. To make the sentences in 
this text is by using simple present tense. 
In writing descriptive texts, the simple 
present tense will be used. If the 
students do not know what simple 
present tense is and even do not know to 
 form the simple present tense, 
automatically they will not be able to 
make descriptive texts. According to 
Bailey (2003), the present simple is used 
for regular actions or events, facts, facts 
known about the future, thoughts and 
feelings about the time of speaking. So, 
the students in this Grade Eight of 
Junior High School must know to use 
simple present tense in order to make a 
good descriptive text. 
All of the students in Grade Eight 
of Junior High School had to be able to 
write sentences with simple present 
tense. However, based on the interview 
between the researcher and the teacher 
on 28th of July 2017, the students in 
Grade Eight of SMPN 22 Pontianak 
were difficult in writing sentences using 
subject-verb agreement in simple 
present tense. It was because of it is not 
a matter in Indonesian language. It must 
be something new to learn by the 
students. According to Brindley (2010), 
a sentence’s subject must agree in 
number with its verb. Thus, singular 
verbs should be used for singular 
subjects, and plural verbs should be used 
for plural subjects.  
 In addition, the researcher also 
asked the teacher about the way the 
teacher taught writing a descriptive text 
in teaching learning process, the teacher 
wrote the pattern and example in the 
white board. Unfortunately, it still made 
students fail to do it.  
Therefore, the researcher chose 
single slot substitution drills as a 
technique to improve students’ ability in 
writing a descriptive text. The reason 
was single slot simple present tense is 
important in learning English, if the 
students did not know how to make a 
sentence using simple present tense 
correctly, they will not be able to wrote 
a correct sentence. 
Substitution drills have two kinds; 
there are single slot substitution drills 
and multiple slot substitution drills. 
Single slot substitution drills involve the 
teacher first say a word or a sentence 
and the learners repeat it. The teacher 
then substitutes one key word, or 
changes the prompt, and the learners say 
the new structure. Besides, multiple slot 
substitution drills is also teacher first say 
a word or a sentence and then the 
learners repeat it but the key word is not 
only one.  According to Larsen-Freeman 
(2000), single slot substitution drills is a 
drill that repeat the sentence by 
substituting a word called the cue into 
the line in the proper place. So, this 
substitution drills will use only one cue 
in a line that should substitute in the 
correct place. The researcher believed 
that single slot substitution drills is an 
effective technique that made students in 
the Grade Eight of SMP 22 Pontianak be 
more active and understood about 
simple present tense. The researcher 
wanted to prove that this technique can 
improve students’ ability in writing a 
descriptive textusing these procedures: 
first, he teacher says a word or a phrase-
called the cue. Then, the students repeat 
the line the teacher has given them.After 
that, the students substitute the cue into 
the line in its proper place. The question 
of this research was how well does 
single slot substitution drills improve the 
students’ ability in writing a descriptive 
text. 
The results of this research 
recommended the teachers to use single 
slot substitution drills as a technique to 
improve students’ ability in writing a 
descriptive text. The most significant 
contribution was this study provides a 
description of single slot substitution 
drills so it showed the implementation of 
using single slot substitution drills in 
teaching writing a descriptive text. The 
findings of this research were respected 
to be used by both teachers and schools 
as a consideration to improve the quality 




 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
In conducting the research, the 
researcher conducted a classroom action 
research. According to Stringer (2007: 
1), “Action research is a systematic 
approach to investigation that enables 
people to find effective solutions to 
problems they confront in their everyday 
lives”. It means an action research uses 
to find the solutions for problems.  
Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007) 
said that it can be used in almost any 
setting where a problem involving 
people, tasks and procedures cries out 
for solution, or where some change of 
feature results in a more desirable 
outcome.  
The goal of classroom action 
research is to solve the problem and 
bring the improvement. According to 
Burns (2010: 2), “The central idea of the 
action part of AR is to intervene in a 
deliberate way in the problematic 
situation in order to bring about changes 
and, even better, improvements in 
practice”. It means that, in order to solve 
the problem and bring the improvement 
to that situation, there will be some 
treatments. The other expert, Stringer 
(2007: 1) also said “Action research 
provides the means by which people in 
schools, business and community 
organizations; teachers; and health and 
human services may increase the 
effectiveness of the work in which they 
are engaged”.  
In applying classroom action 
research, there will be some cycles. 
Each cycle will consist of some steps. 
According to Kemmis and McTaggart 
(1988) cited in Burns (2010: 8), the 
steps are: 
This research conducted in two 
cycle. In each cycle, there will be some 
steps that must be done by the 
researcher. According to Burns (2010), 







Figure 1: Burns (2010:9) 
 
a. Planning 
The researcher identified a problem 
that the students had difficulty in using 
subject-verb agreement. The researcher 
developed a plan of action in order to 
bring about improvements in a specific 
area of the research context by using 
single slot substitution drills to solve 
students’ problem in using subject-verb 
agreement when they write a descriptive 
text. The researcher prepared for lesson 
plan to apply single slot substitution 
drills that already discussed with the 
teacher to adjust with the students, table 
of observation, field note, and test item.  
b. Action 
The plan was a carefully considered 
one which involves some deliberate 
interventions. The interventions were 
‘critically informed’ as you question 
your assumptions about the current 
situation and plan new alternative ways 
of doing things. In this step, the 
researcher acted as a teacher applying 
the method and the teacher on duty 
 acted as a collaborator observing the 
situation happened in the classroom. The 
researcher did the steps that mention on 
the lesson plan in the activities part and 
used the tools and sources that also 
mentioned on the lesson plan to apply 
the teaching descriptive texts by using 
single slot substitution drills. The 
researcher and the teacher divided job as 
taking note in the form of table of 
observation and field note. 
c. Observation 
It was a data collection phase where 
the researcher used to collect 
information about what is happening. 
The researcher observed all the activities 
in the teaching and learning process with 
her collaborator when she applied single 
slot substitution drills in the class. The 
results of observation were written on 
the field note and observation checklist.  
d. Reflection 
The researcher analyzed the result 
of the observation based on field notes 
and table of observation. The result of 
the reflection will be used to determine 
what should be done in the next cycles. 
The subject of this research was the 
Eighth Grade students of SMPN 22 
Pontianak, in the academic year of 
2017/2018. Eighth Grade of SMPN 22 
Pontianak consists of VIIIA, VIIIB, 
VIIIC, VIIID, and VIIIE. The writer 
chose VIIIB to apply this research 
because the teacher suggested using that 
class. The school is located in Jl. 
Purnama, Kompleks Purnama Agung V, 
Pontianak. The number of the students 
in VIIIB class is 30. 
The observation technique applied 
using observation checklist and field 
note as a way to know whether students’ 
writing ability of descriptive text will be 
improved or not, while the measurement 
technique will be implemented through 
the test to know the student progress 
over the descriptive sentences. 
The tools of data collecting which 
used by the researcher were: Table of 
observation used to check whether the 
process in according to the plan of 
writer’s lesson plan or not. Burns 
(2010:62) states, “Observation sheets 
are used in what is sometimes called 
systematic or structured observation. 
This type of observation involves using 
a coding system or checklist prepared 
before the lesson begins.”  
A field notes was a note that 
certified students’ activity when the 
teacher applied single slot substitution 
drills in the classroom, the teacher in 
here is the researcher itself. It recorded 
unpredictable things that are not 
available in the checklist. It recorded the 
progress in the classroom. 
The researcher used test to get the 
data result of students’ writing ability of 
descriptive sentences. The tests were 
cycle 1, and cycle 2. The form of the test 
in each cycle was a descriptive text that 
has several sentences. The researcher 
focused only in 10 sentences that the 
students changed, the students had to 
change the subject. In here, the students 
had to substitute the subject that the 
teacher asked based on the clue on the 
students’ worksheet. In 10 sentences that 
the students changed, the researcher 
focused in subject-verb agreement. The 
test challenged for the students in the 
test was filling and finding the proper 
words in order to make a good sentence, 
so they wrote the descriptive text 
correctly. The researcher chose this test 
because the researcher thought that 
substitute a word in a sentence was not 
really difficult for the students in this 
class. It was easy to do, but not all the 
students understood well since they 
were in the beginner level of learning 
English. 
Data analysis was the process of 
collecting data especially in the test 
process in order to get the students’ 
score.  Based on the test, there were 10 
sentences that the researcher assessed.  
 
 
 RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
A classroom action research had 
been conducted in this research through 
single slot substitution drills in order to 
improve students’ writing ability in a 
descriptive text. In this research, the 
researcher acted as the teacher and 
applied single slot substitution drills 
technique in the classroom while the 
English teacher acted as the collaborator 
and observed what was happening in the 
classroom in order to obtain the 
objective data by filling the observation 
checklist and field notes. 
This research was conducted in two 
cycles. In each cycle, the researcher 
gave a test through single slot 
substitution technique to the students in 
order to measure students’ writing 
ability in a descriptive text especially in 
subject-verb agreement. The test was 
about subject-verb agreement in a 
descriptive text. In the text, there were 
10 verbs that students had to change and 
made them agree with the subject.  
The research findings were 
discussed based on the data from 
observation checklist, field notes and the 
students’ score. The researcher used 
individual score formula to compute the 
class performance. 
 
First Cycle ( September 15th 2017) 
There were three steps that the 
researcher did in the first cycle in order 
to apply the single slot substitution 
drills: 
First, teacher wrote examples of 
simple present tense that exist in a 
descriptive text about animal. Students 
listened to the explanation about simple 
present tense that used to write a 
descriptive text. In here, the teacher 
explained about how to make subject 
and verb agree each other. If the subjects 
are he, she, and it, the students had to 
add –s or –es in the end of the word. 
Next, the students read the example of 
descriptive text that teacher gave. The 
students analyzed the simple present 
tense in the first sentence of the first 
paragraph on that text. The result in this 
step showed that not all of the students 
understand the material. Some of them 
cheated from their friends because of 
they did not listen to the teacher’s 
explanation and they were shy to ask if 
they did not understand yet. 
Second, teacher wrote a cue and 
asks the student to find where they 
should put the cue in the sentence. The 
cue that the teacher gave in the sentence 
of the text is a subject of each sentence, 
because of that was a text, so the cues or 
the subjects were same to all of the 
sentences of that text. In this step, 
almost a half of the students confused to 
find the proper place to substitute the 
cue. They also confused to find the 
verbs that they should change.  
Third, teacher asked the students to 
substitute the cue into the sentence. The 
students looked for the proper word in 
the sentence that they had to substitute 
with the cue. After they found the proper 
word, they substitute the cue to that 
word. Then, the students thought if the 
subjects were not agreeing anymore to 
the verb, they had to make it agree. The 
students substituted all of the cues that 
the teacher gave to all of the sentences 
in that text. In this step, almost all of the 
mistakes that the students did was they 
could not make the subject be agree with 
the verb because of the subject or the 
cue that the teacher gave was the third 
person. They confused to use –s or –es 
at the end of the verb. 
The result of the students’ score of 
the first cycle was unsatisfied. There 
were 16 students got the score below the 
KKM score. Meanwhile the KKM score 
is 75. Which mean the students still 
could not reach the minimum score. 
Based on the result of the first 
cycle, it could be concluded that the first 
cycle still needed some improvement to 
be done in the next cycle. They tried to 
identify the strengths and weaknesses 
 about the whole process and the 
students’ participation in the classroom. 
The teacher and collaborator found that 
most of the students participated when 
the teacher asked them about a 
descriptive text. They also shout out 
when the teacher asked about simple 
present tense.  
However, when the teacher asked 
about the verb that students had to use 
for the third person (he, she, and it), they 
still confused about subject – verb 
agreement, especially the use of –es. 
They also confused to find the subject in 
the sentences. Some of them added –s in 
the wrong word. Some of them also did 
not pay attention to the teacher, they just 
kept silent but when they did the test 
from the teacher, they could not answer 
it.  
The teacher needs to explain more 
about the use of –es in the verb because 
the students wrote it wrong. The teacher 
should make sure that all of the students 
pay attention when the teacher explains 
about the material. Teacher needs to 
make an easy way to understand the 
material using single slot substitution 
drills. 
Second Cycle (September 19th 2017) 
There were three steps that the 
researcher did in the second cycle in 
order to apply the single slot substitution 
drills: 
First, teacher wrote examples of 
simple present tense that exist in a 
descriptive text about animal. Students 
listened to the explanation about the use 
of –es. Teacher gave a paper about 
example of using –es and –s. That 
example was on a table that students had 
to fill it. So, the teacher discussed 
together with the students in order to fill 
the example of using –s and –es in a 
verb. The teacher also asked some 
students to come in front of the class to 
fill the table. Next, the students read the 
example of descriptive text, that 
example were in the paper that the 
teacher gave. The title of descriptive text 
is Dolphins. The teacher already 
analyzed the sentences one by one in 
order to make the students easier to 
understand when the teacher substituted 
the subject. This text was same with the 
text in the test in the first cycle. The 
result in this step showed that all of the 
students understand the material. They 
were actively when the teacher asked 
them to discuss and came in front of the 
class to answer the question. The teacher 
also checked one by one student in 
students’ chair to make sure that all of 
the students followed and understood 
the material. 
Second, teacher wrote a cue and 
asks the student to find where they 
should put the cue in the sentence. The 
cue that the teacher gave in the sentence 
of the text is a subject of each sentence, 
because of that was a text, so the cues or 
the subjects were same to all of the 
sentences of that text. In this step, 
almost all of the students could find the 
proper place to substitute the cue. Only 
some of them still confused to find the 
verbs that they should change.  
Third, teacher asked the students to 
substitute the cue into the sentence. The 
students looked for the proper word in 
the sentence that they had to substitute 
with the cue. After they found the proper 
word, they substitute the cue to that 
word. Then, the students thought if the 
subjects were not agreeing anymore to 
the verb, they had to make it agree. The 
students substituted all of the cues that 
the teacher gave to all of the sentences 
in that text. In this step, almost all of the 
students could make the subject be 
agreed with the verb because they 
already understand to use –es ending to 
the verb. 
The teacher and the collaborator 
found the students gave positive 
response in this second cycle. The 
teacher and the students made some 
progresses. The teacher could control 
the class well and made the students 
paid attention. The students were more 
 active by discussing the use of –es and 
substituted the cue in the example of 
descriptive text. The students did the 
individual task faster than the first cycle.  
The result of the students’ score 
and the mean score of the second cycle 
was satisfied. There were just 7 students 
that got the score below the KKM score.  
In this stage, the teacher and 
collaborator concluded that the second 
cycle had been successful. The students’ 
mean score was improved. The problem 
happened in first cycle had been solved. 
The teaching learning process was better 




Graphic 1. Students’ Pass KKM 
 
Based on the graphic, there were 14 
students passed KKM score in the first 
cycle and there were 23 students passed 
KKM score in the second cycle. 
The students’ writing ability in a 
descriptive text was improved by using 
this technique. The findings showed that 
the students had positive improvement 
in using the proper verbs to the subject 
that had change, so they were able to 
write a correct sentence. The researcher 
conducted this research in two cycles, 
cycle 1 and cycle 2. The purpose of this 
research is to improve the students’ 
writing ability in a descriptive text 
through single slot substitution drills. 
However, the research revealed some 
findings which lead the teacher to pay 
attention to several considerations. 
The first cycle, the researcher 
explained about simple present tense 
that used in a descriptive text. The 
researcher found that the students did 
not understand about the use of –es 
ending in the verbs. To solve this 
problem, in the second cycle, the 
researcher explained more about the use 
of –es ending in verb and gave a paper 
about example of using –es and –s. That 
example was on a table that students had 
to fill it. So, the researcher discussed 
together with the students in order to fill 
the example of using –s and –es in a 
verb. The teacher also asked some 
students to come in front of the class to 
fill the table.  
The researcher also found that the 
students confused to find the subject in 
the sentences, it made some of them 
added –s or –es ending in the wrong 
verbs. To solve this, in the second cycle, 
the researcher asked the students to read 
the example of descriptive text, that 
example was in the paper that the 
researcher gave. The title of descriptive 
text is Dolphins. The researcher already 
analyzed the sentences one by one in 
order to make the students easier to 
understand when the researcher 
substituted the subject. The researcher 
also explained the way to find the 
subject in the sentences and where the 
students have to change the verbs. 
Using single slot substitution drills, 
the students were invited to find the 
proper word to substitute the subject and 
changed the verbs. The finding revealed 
that when explained the material and 
discussed the example of single slot 
substitution drills, the students became 
more active and excited if the researcher 
asked them to discuss together and came 
in front of the class.  
Moreover, the researcher found that 
single slot substitution drills was useful 
to make the students more understand 













 student knew their mistakes in writing a 
descriptive text, 
In conclusion, students’ writing 
ability in a descriptive text of the grade 
eight students of class B of SMPN 22 
Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018 
improved by using single slot 
substitution drills technique. This media 
could make the students easier to writing 
a descriptive text, especially in using 
subject-verb agreement in simple 
present tense by using the proper place 





Referring to the research findings, 
the researcher states conclusion that 
teaching writing a descriptive text using 
single slot substitution drills could make 
the students easier to make the subject 
and the verb agree, so they wrote the 
sentences correctly. This statement 
proved by the third step when the 
students substituted the cue into the 
sentence. The students looked for the 
proper word in the sentence that they 
had to substitute with the cue. After they 
found the proper word, they substitute 
the cue to that word. Then, the students 
thought if the subjects were not agreeing 




It is already approved that single 
slot substitution drills technique can 
help the students make a good writing in 




Based on that reason, the researcher 
suggests that the English teacher applies 
this technique in teaching writing in 
order to make the students easier to 
make the subject and the verb agree and 
the students will write the sentences 
correctly. The role of the teacher in 
applying this technique is very 
important in order to see the weakness 
of the students when applying this 
technique. 
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